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Preliminary Results of 
the 2026 Survey of Beacon Manufacturers
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Beacon Manufacturer Survey Objectives

• Collect from beacon manufacturers production figures for 
previous  to understand  industry status and market trends 

• For frequency channel management  purposes, such as  
planning  frequency channel opening and closure

• Collect  information for the evaluation of  current  beacon 
population and as an input for the model to  estimate forecast 
for future years

• Collect information on planned  type-approval activity for 
planning the Secretariat work 
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2026 Survey - Web-Based Forms
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Statistics for the 2026 Survey Submission

 

– 42 beacon manufacturers

– online web  form :  41%

– email : 59% 

– geographical distribution:

➢Europe:   41%

➢North America:    33%

➢Rest of the World: 26%
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in 2025 …

 

6



2025 Survey Highlights

about 209,000 
                              …beacons  were produced  Worldwide in 2025

 

➢ about 97,000 EPIRBs, about 28,000 ELTs and about 84,000 of new 
PLBs were produced (respectively, 46%, 13% and 41% of all beacons 
produced in 2025) 

➢ 1.9%  decrease in annual production since 2024
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*   500, 1K, 5K  thresholds used, as  was requested at BMW-2020

Manufacturers Production Volumes
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2026 Survey  Results:
Detailed Distribution of Production in 2025
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In May 2026 Ocean Signal 
Ltd was awarded a 
prestigious King’s Award 
to enterprises for 
innovation.

Congratulations to Simon 
Nolan, Ocean Signal and 
ACR teams!  
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2026 King’s Award to Enterprises for Innovation



2026 Survey  Results:
Location Protocol Beacons

An estimated  global population of  about 1,700,000  LP beacons  
were in use at the end of 2025, which corresponds to 82 % of  all 
beacons deployed Worldwide 
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2026 Survey Results
Beacon Production  Trends  (by beacon type)
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Beacons Production  Trends  (By Frequency Channel)
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Estimated  Global Beacon Population

• The estimated about 2,082,000  beacons  were in use               
at the end of 2025  (using the assumed-replacement-period 
estimation method)

• This estimate is based on a 10-year in-service life assumption 
for all beacon types

• Annual change of the estimated Global beacon population: 
+0.6%
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Beacon Manufacturers’ Plans for 2026

• In 2026,  beacon manufacturers plan to produce over 222,000  new beacons 
(+7% over the actual 2025 production  volume), including:

 - 108,000  new EPIRBs,

  - 29,000  new ELTs, 

  - 85,000  new PLBs. 

• Beacon manufacturers  plan to produce in 2026:

➢ over 74,000 FGB RLS-enabled beacons, 

➢ about 2,000 FGB ELT(DT)s,  

➢ over 1,000 SGBs of which  few hundred beacons are SGB ELT(DT)s. 

• The estimated global population of 406 MHz beacons at the end of 2026 could 
reach 2,104,000 units (using the assumed 10-year in-service-life period
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Comparison  of Beacon Manufacturers’ 
Plans  and the Secretariat’s Forecast vs Actual Production

16



RTCM Chairman of the Board Estimates
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Type Approval Activity
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2025 Type Approval Statistics
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In 2025, the Secretariat  has conducted 92 reviews of type-
approval    submissions, including:

 - 22 submission for full type approvals,

 - 26 change notices (“technical”) submissions;

 - 23 submissions for administrative change notices,

 - 21 reviews of re-application submissions .
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2025 Type Approval Statistics
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Cospas-Sarsat Programme

1250 Rene Levesque Blvd, Suite 4215

Montreal, Quebec  H3B  4W8

Canada

For more information...

Phone:  +1 514 500 7999

Fax: +1 514 500 7996

Website:  www.406.org

E-mail:     mail@406.org



Cospas-Sarsat – Together, We Save Lives !
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