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Presenter
Presentation Notes
My background and current assignment (unit & location)/duties as SARSAT Liaison Officer.

Member of U.S. SARSAT program along with NOAA, USAF, NASA.

Representative at Cospas Sarsat meetings.

Member of RTCM & RTCA.

http://cgvi.uscg.mil/media/main.php?g2_itemId=222192&g2_imageViewsIndex=1


OverviewOverview

U.S. Coast Guard Office of SARU.S. Coast Guard Office of SAR

SAR Incidents and StatisticsSAR Incidents and Statistics

SARSAT ProjectsSARSAT Projects
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USCG Office of SAR (CGUSCG Office of SAR (CG--534)534)

U.S. Coast Guard Headquarters Office of Search and RescueU.S. Coast Guard Headquarters Office of Search and Rescue

CAPT David McBride: Chief, Office of Search and Rescue (CGCAPT David McBride: Chief, Office of Search and Rescue (CG--534)534)

SAR Policy Division (CGSAR Policy Division (CG--5341):5341):
Search Planning Applications DevelopmentSearch Planning Applications Development –SAROPS
SAR Data Analysis SAR Data Analysis -- Resource & Policy ChangesResource & Policy Changes
SAR Data SAR Data –– MISLEMISLE
CG Addendum to National SAR Supplement CG Addendum to National SAR Supplement 
Self-Locating Datum Marker Buoy Program

SAR Coordination Division (CGSAR Coordination Division (CG--5342):5342):
National SAR Committee (NSARC)National SAR Committee (NSARC)
SARSAT ProgramSARSAT Program
SAR AgreementsSAR Agreements
AMVER ProgramAMVER Program
ICAO/IMO Joint Working Group on SARICAO/IMO Joint Working Group on SAR
Mass Rescue OperationsMass Rescue Operations



USCG Office of Search and Rescue Coordination DivisionUSCG Office of Search and Rescue Coordination Division

• Mr. Rick Button: Chief, SAR Coordination Division (CG-5342) 

• LCDR Kathy Niles: SARSAT Liaison Officer

• Mr. Dave Edwards: International Engagement (ICAO/IMO JWG on SAR)

• Mr. Al Knox: Mass Rescue Operations

• Mr. Ben Strong: Amver Marketing
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USCG Office of SAR (CGUSCG Office of SAR (CG--534)534)



UN/USA SARSAT 
Training
Miami Beach FL Jan

Member AgenciesMember Agencies
•• Department of DefenseDepartment of Defense
•• Department of InteriorDepartment of Interior
•• Department of CommerceDepartment of Commerce
•• Department of TransportationDepartment of Transportation
•• Federal Communications CommissionFederal Communications Commission
•• National Aeronautics and Space      National Aeronautics and Space      

Administration Administration 
•• Department of Homeland Security Department of Homeland Security (2007)(2007)

Coast Guard Chairs the Committee!Coast Guard Chairs the Committee!

United States United States 
National SAR Committee (NSARC)National SAR Committee (NSARC)

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Established the National Search & Rescue Committee in 1973 as a federal-level committee to coordinate civil search and rescue matters of interagency interest within the United States.  Membership consists of all U.S. federal agencies that are signatories to the National SAR Plan.  The Commandant of the Coast Guard is designated as sponsor for the National Search and Rescue Committee.

The role of the committee is to create and oversee the National SAR Plan and to act as a coordinating forum for national SAR matters.



Why do you see underline for Defense, Interior (National Park Service) and Homeland Security – they provide response resources, not just “support” services



SAR Coordination responsibility: 

AF/DOD – continental U.S. and Alaska (aero)

CG – maritime & aero over the maritime environment

National Park Service – in national parks 



Two Primary NSARC DocumentsTwo Primary NSARC Documents
National Search and Rescue Plan of the United StatesNational Search and Rescue Plan of the United States

National SAR Supplement (NSS) to the IAMSAR Manual National SAR Supplement (NSS) to the IAMSAR Manual 

SARSAT IssuesSARSAT Issues

121.5 Phase Out Working Group closed 121.5 Phase Out Working Group closed 

Proposed NSARC Work Group to address SEND alerts and Proposed NSARC Work Group to address SEND alerts and 
the national SAR Systemthe national SAR System

United States United States 
National SAR Committee (NSARC)National SAR Committee (NSARC)

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Established the National Search & Rescue Committee in 1973 as a federal-level committee to coordinate civil search and rescue matters of interagency interest within the United States.  Membership consists of all U.S. federal agencies that are signatories to the National SAR Plan.  The Commandant of the Coast Guard is designated as sponsor for the National Search and Rescue Committee.

The role of the committee is to create and oversee the National SAR Plan and to act as a coordinating forum for national SAR matters.



Why do you see underline for Defense, Interior (National Park Service) and Homeland Security – they provide response resources, not just “support” services



SAR Coordination responsibility: 

AF/DOD – continental U.S. and Alaska (aero)

CG – maritime & aero over the maritime environment

National Park Service – in national parks 



Automated Mutual assistance VEssel Automated Mutual assistance VEssel 
Reporting (AMVER) SystemReporting (AMVER) System

•• AMVER is a computerAMVER is a computer--based vessel reporting system that based vessel reporting system that 
exists to promote safety of life and property at sea.exists to promote safety of life and property at sea.

••Over 3400Over 3400 vessels voluntarily report their position to the vessels voluntarily report their position to the 
USCG daily ready to lend USCG daily ready to lend 
assistance in an emergency.assistance in an emergency.

••AMVER information is used toAMVER information is used to
assist SAR Coordinators to locate assist SAR Coordinators to locate 
assistance for maritime emergenciesassistance for maritime emergencies 
anywhere in the world.anywhere in the world.

Amver participation is:Amver participation is:
•• Open to vessels of ALL nationsOpen to vessels of ALL nations
•• Free to all RCCs worldwideFree to all RCCs worldwide



AMVERAMVER

In 2008 In 2008 AmverAmver embraced social media embraced social media 

Amber now maintains:Amber now maintains:
•• an internet web log or an internet web log or ““blogblog””
•• a a FacebookFacebook pagepage
•• a a TwitterTwitter accountaccount
•• a a FlickrFlickr pagepage
•• a a YouTubeYouTube channel channel 

www.amver.com
www.amveruscg.blogspot.com

AMVER Maritime Relations
U.S. Coast Guard
Battery Park Building
1 South Street
New York, NY  10004 

Telephone:
(011-1) 212.668.7764 
Telex: 127594 AMVERNYK
Fax:(011-1) 212.668.7684

Presenter
Presentation Notes
PREMISE

 

AMVER is a computerized ship reporting system for mariners to assist any person in distress at sea – the distress could be another merchant ship or an aircraft that may have to ditch or a someone on a boat.

 

Only merchant vessels participate. There are no naval or coast guard ships of any country on the plot. Any merchant vessel on an ocean voyage anywhere on the globe is welcome in the Amver system It is no longer restricted to merchant vessels over 1,000 gross tons, on a voyage of more than 24 hours due to the constraints of early system software  (limited computer capacity; software could not handle two inports in a 24-hour period – e.g., excluded cruise ships.)

 

http://www.amver.com/
http://www.facebook.com/people/Amver-Maritime-Relations/1220194211
http://twitter.com/amver
http://www.flickr.com/photos/amver/
http://www.youtube.com/user/Amver1958
http://www.amver.com/
http://www.amveruscg.blogspot.com/


U.S. Coast Guard SAR StatisticsU.S. Coast Guard SAR Statistics

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Rescue boat crews from Coast Guard Station New York and the New York Police Department enforce a security zone around a partially submerged US Airways plane in the Hudson River Jan. 16, 2009. The Coast Guard and the NYPD worked with the New York Fire Department and local ferry response teams to safely recover approximately 150 passengers after the airbus landed in the water. 



http://cgvi.uscg.mil/media/main.php?g2_itemId=451628&g2_imageViewsIndex=1
http://cgvi.uscg.mil/media/main.php?g2_itemId=450827&g2_imageViewsIndex=1


An “Average Day” in 
the U.S. Coast Guard:

On an average day, the Coast Guard:

Conducts 109 SAR Cases 
Saves 10 lives 
Assists 192 people in distress 
Protects $2,791,841 in property 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
CAPE MAY, N.J. - The crew of the William Lee is towed into Cape May, N.J., Sunday, Nov. 16, 2008, by the crew of the Coast Guard Cutter Legare. ��The William Lee was disabled and adrift Saturday, Nov. 15, 2008, with six people aboard 50 miles off the coast of Cape May.��(Official Coast Guard photo/Courtesy of the Coast Guard Cutter Legare) 



ATLANTIC CITY, N.J. - Emergency medical personnel transfer Teressa Garvie to an awaiting ambulance Wednesday, Oct. 29, 2008, at Coast Guard Air Station Atlantic City, N.J. �Garvie was hoisted from the 44-foot sailboat Freefall 117 miles southeast of Atlantic City, N.J.�

http://cgvi.uscg.mil/media/main.php?g2_itemId=420106&g2_imageViewsIndex=1
http://cgvi.uscg.mil/media/main.php?g2_itemId=410959&g2_imageViewsIndex=1
http://cgvi.uscg.mil/media/main.php?g2_itemId=401234&g2_imageViewsIndex=1


USCG SAR Statistics:USCG SAR Statistics:

2008 2007 2006

Cases 24,228 26,940 28,154

Sorties 25,540 26,667 28,658

Lives Saved 4,875 5,202 5,276

Lives 
Assisted

31,594 35,813 38,126

Property 
Saved

$147.8M $113.1M $110.7M

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Please note that 95% of our cases are within 20NM of the coast. 



However, the other 5% often demand detailed search planning and extensive use of our resources AND others for longer searching and rescue. 



Inserted this slide because our case load is going down – use to average about 40,000 per year 



http://cgvi.uscg.mil/media/main.php?g2_itemId=388252&g2_imageViewsIndex=1
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Miami Beach, FL  Jan 2009

SARSAT Rescues in the U.S.

2008

SARSAT Rescues in the U.S.

2008

Total: 283
Rescues at sea:  203 people
Aviation rescues:  12 people
PLB rescues:  68 people

Total: 283
Rescues at sea:  203 people
Aviation rescues:  12 people
PLB rescues:  68 people

SARSAT Rescues

SARSAT Rescues by the USCG

2008

Total: 226
Rescues at sea:  193 people
PLB rescues:  33 people

Total: 226
Rescues at sea:  193 people
PLB rescues:  33 people



USCG SARSAT WorkUSCG SARSAT Work
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USCG SARSAT WorkUSCG SARSAT Work



 

CospasCospas--Sarsat, U.S. SARSAT and RTCM participationSarsat, U.S. SARSAT and RTCM participation

121.5 Phase Out121.5 Phase Out

406 MHz Direction Finding capabilities (aircraft, portable)406 MHz Direction Finding capabilities (aircraft, portable)

False alert mitigationFalse alert mitigation

CG letter to RTCM initiating new Special Committee 128CG letter to RTCM initiating new Special Committee 128

CG recommendations in updated EPIRB standardCG recommendations in updated EPIRB standard

Outreach and education activitiesOutreach and education activities

Next generation SARSAT = Distress Alerting Satellite System (DASNext generation SARSAT = Distress Alerting Satellite System (DASS) S) 
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USCG SARSAT FutureUSCG SARSAT Future

20092009--2010 SARSAT Conference for RCC personnel2010 SARSAT Conference for RCC personnel



 

406 MHz Direction Finding capabilities (portable, ashore, afloa406 MHz Direction Finding capabilities (portable, ashore, afloat)t)

 False alert mitigationFalse alert mitigation

Registration improvement Registration improvement 

Outreach activitiesOutreach activities



 

DASS IntegrationDASS Integration



 

AIS as a replacement for the 121.5 homer in EPIRBs AIS as a replacement for the 121.5 homer in EPIRBs 

 ……and much, much more!and much, much more!
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USCG 406 DF Capabilities

Becker Portable 406 MHz Direction Finder

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Tests were performed on the Becker Portable 406 DF “Man Pack” on 8Jan09 at the USCG ASEC in Elizabeth City, NC.

After a brief familiarization of the control panel, it accurately displayed bearings to an active 406 test beacon within a few relative degrees of the actual beacon position.

The unit performed very well during this initial test.



Visit Our Website! Visit Our Website! http://www.uscg.mil/hq/cg5/cg534http://www.uscg.mil/hq/cg5/cg534

Any Questions???Any Questions???

U.S. Coast Guard ReportU.S. Coast Guard Report

LCDR Kathy Niles LCDR Kathy Niles 
U.S. Coast Guard HeadquartersU.S. Coast Guard Headquarters

Office of Search and Rescue (CGOffice of Search and Rescue (CG‐‐534)534)

katherine.m.niles@uscg.milkatherine.m.niles@uscg.mil
(202) 372(202) 372--20892089
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